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The NEN Content Group

“Supporting the raising of attainment by providing high quality learning opportunities to primary, secondary and special schools and ensuring all learners in the UK are able to access their broadband entitlement.” NEN Content Strategy

Introduction

The NEN Content Strategy Group leads on teaching and learning and the development of digital resource provision to schools through the NEN.  Its stakeholders are pupils, teachers, school communities and Local Authorities within the four education systems of the UK – England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

NEN Content Group Activity falls into three key areas:

· Providing advice, guidance and advocacy

· Promoting the effective sharing of resources and expertise

· Promoting innovation in realising the aims of the new curriculums

The membership of the NEN Content Strategy Group includes the 10 RBC
 in England, ‘Glow’ in Scotland, ‘NGfL Cymru’ in Wales, ‘C2Kni’ in Northern Ireland, ‘Scoilnet’ in Ireland, BECTA and JANET Schools Services. 

The NEN CSG works closely with the other NEN Groups: the NEN Technical Strategy Group, the NEN E-Safeguarding Group; the NEN Communications Group and the NEN Managers Group. 
The NEN Content Group has representation on the DCSF Information Standards Board SIG on ‘e-learning packaging’, is a member of the EU project for learning repositories, ‘EdReNe‘ and works with JISC’s ‘Strategic Content Alliance’ on its ‘e-learning Framework’ programme.

The NEN Content Group is developing a number of strategic partnerships: 

· with the HE, FE and research sector through work with JISC including the SCA programme, JISC Collections for Schools and JISC Digitisation Resources
· with the cultural (MLA) sector through work with Culture 24 and Collections Trust
· with the Film/Moving Image sector through work with BFI, Screenonline , Film Education  and the education and learning aspects of the UK Screen Heritage programmes
The NEN Content Group plan identifies a number of priorities for 2009-2012 in support of DCSF and Devolved Government education policies; for instance ‘The Children’s Plan’, ‘Harnessing Technology’ and BECTA’s ‘Next Generation Learning’.

The NEN Content Group priorities for 2009-2012:

· Exchange of good practice in learning and teaching and supporting “personalisation” and “home access”.
· Search and Discovery - developing open standards and federated search and discovery within the BECTA ‘eco-system’.

· Harnessing the power of the NEN to promote collaboration, sharing resources and expertise between schools across the UK and beyond

· Provision of high-quality, flexible resources through national and regional initiatives 

· Addressing the needs of 14-19 provision and working with FE

· Working with initial teacher training; with, for instance the TDA in England 

· IPR guidance for schools in the digital age

As well as a track record in innovation and support for learning and teaching the NEN Content Group has expertise in these key areas which apply to all NEN priorities, projects and partnerships:

· E-Safeguarding 

· Digital Literacy 

· Accessibility 

· IPR and Licencing 

· Curriculum provision 

· Quality assurance

· Video Conferencing 

Expertise about infrastructure, networks, provision of core services, implementation of learning platforms (VLE) and home access, authentication and security comes from members of the NEN Technical Strategy Group.

The NEN website provides access to a wide range of national and regional resources. www.nen.gov.uk   

NEN Content Group Contacts:

· Content Strategy Group: Christine Jack, Chair of the Group: christine.jack@northerngrid.org.uk  

· NEN JISC Digitisation programme pilots: Marshall Mateer, NEN. marshall.mateer@dial.pipex.com 

· Digital Literacy: Christine Jack, Northern Grid: christine.jack@northerngrid.org.uk  

· E-Safeguarding: Mick Young, Northern Grid: mick.young@northerngrid.org.uk  

· Accessibility: Roger Lang, CLEO: roger@cleo.net.uk  

· IPR and Licencing: Marshall Mateer: marshall.mateer@dial.pipex.com  

· Video Conferencing: Heather Pettitt, SEGfL: heather/pettitt@segfl.org.uk  
· Resource Development: Chris Davison, SEGfL; David Mason/Bob Usher, LGfL, Christine Jack (Northern Grid):  chris.davison@segfl.org.uk - david.mason@lgfl.org.uk  - bob.usher@lgfl.org.uk  - christine.jack@northerngrid.org.uk  

For the NEN JISC Digitisation programme pilots please refer to Marshall Mateer marshall.mateer@dial.pipex.com for the following:
· Infrastructure and core services

· Communications and Promotion
· Search and Discovery

NEN Content Group Contacts for Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland & Ireland
· Scotland: Jim Henderson, ‘Glow’/LTS: J.Henderson@LTScotland.org.uk  

· Wales: Ian Morgan, ‘NGfL Cymru’: ian.morgan@ngfl-cymru.org.uk 

· Northern Ireland: Carol McAlister, ‘LNI’/C2Kni: cmcalister@c2kni.org.uk  
· Ireland: Karin Whooley, ‘Scoilnet’/NCTE: kwhooley@ncte.ie 
NEN Contacts with JANET Schools Service http://www.ja.net/communities/schools/index.html  

· School Services in general: Rob Symberlist: Rob.Symberlist@ja.net 

· Video Conferencing - the JVCS: Tim Boundy: Tim.Boundy@ja.net - http://www.ja.net/communities/schools/videoconferencing/content.html   
NEN Contact with UK Federation http://www.ukfederation.org.uk/   
· Schools Support: Frances Burton frances.burton@ja.net  
� Notes produced for the NEN Workshop ‘Working with Schools’ for JISC Digitisation Programme resources


� Each of the four administrations in the UK has its own ‘national’ curriculum; all are undergoing significant development to meet the needs of the changing world and the economic, social and cultural requirements of the global economy. Links to the four curriculums: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence/" ��Scotland� ; � HYPERLINK "http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/" ��Northern Ireland� ; � HYPERLINK "http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/curriculumassessment/?lang=en" ��Wales� ; � HYPERLINK "http://curriculum.qca.org.uk/" ��England� 


� RBC: Regional Broadband Consortia or RBC are consortia of Local Authorities aggregating provision of broadband, online services and expertise to meet government targets for broadband and learning provision including home access and engagement with parents and families. � HYPERLINK "http://www.nen.gov.uk/" ��Links to the 10 RBCs and the UK partners are on the NEN homepage�.
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