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‘Video Conferencing’

NEN Workshop for JISC Digitisation Resources

16th June 2009

Introduction

VC is being used in many schools in the UK and increasingly for collaboration with schools in Europe and around the world. The NEN Community has been working with schools and Local Authorities since broadband in schools was established nearly 10 years ago. Effective work can be done with a variety of equipment set-ups from very simple to more complex; some systems can operate over the Internet though for institutions using the JANET and/or NEN VC can run entirely though broadband with greater quality and security. The NEN community helps schools and partners in the cultural and education sectors to:

· plan effectively

· identify the appropriate technical requirements

· solve technical problems

· minimise practical difficulties

· promote good practice

· establish safety and acceptable usage protocols

· support teachers and external providers

· maximise the learning benefit for pupils 

Videoconferencing

Over the last six years the NEN community has developed a high quality, secure and established videoconferencing network that takes advantage of the NEN broadband infrastructure. There is a solution for all budgets, enabling schools to participate in collaborative projects with other schools both in the UK and abroad, content providers, FE and HE and the cultural sector. 

The infrastructure requires both technical and educational support at either local authority or RBC level and they in turn connect to the Janet Videoconferencing service (JVCS) that acts as a hub to connect schools (including MOD), FE, HE and research institutions.

 Videoconferencing is used for a variety of reasons with in schools including; connecting to experts from cultural sector, CPD of staff, collaboration with other schools, management of groups of schools, 14-19 diploma delivery and flexible learning through content providers offering GCSE and AS/A level courses. 

The NEN VC community (Schools VC user group) holds a conference each year that aims to share and inform schools, local authorities, RBC, cultural and content providers about the new technical and educational developments. Janet UK, and Becta, also attends this event along with the main VC manufactures.  This year’s event will be in October and if you wish to join, please email Heather Pettitt at heather.pettitt@segfl.org.uk
There are several ways that the NEN VC community keeps in touch with news and events and creates opportunities to collaborate. As one of our recommendations, Janet UK developed Janet Collaborate, an online community for all those who are involved in VC in education. We also have an email distribution list that informs members of news and events. 

Helpful links:

Janet Collaborate: www.janetcollaborate.ac.uk
Janet UK guide to videoconferencing: http://www.ja.net/services/video/jvcs/gettingstarted/gettingstarted.html
VC guide to schools, developed by WMNet: http://www.wmnet.org.uk/vc/introVCsite/pges/homepage.htm
Videoconferencing in the curriculum book by Devon Curriculum Services (you can book from DCS website)

http://schools.becta.org.uk/index.php?section=lv&catcode=ss_lv_com_02&rid=10370
Cultural sector and content providers offering sessions with school through Janet: http://www.ja.net/communities/schools/videoconferencing/content.html
Case studies 

SEGfL case studies
http://www.segfl.org.uk/spot/post/The_Big_Conference_KS1_case_study
http://www.segfl.org.uk/spot/post/TDA_project_write_up-_using_VC_for_teacher_training
Northern Grid case studies http://www.portal.northerngrid.org/index.cfm?s=1&m=241&p=167,index
The CLEO VC site is well worth visiting and shows the regional museums, what sessions they offer and teaching resources to accompany the sessions using a map interface.

http://www.cleo.net.uk/resources/displayframe.php?src=521/consultants_resources/cleovc 

Up and coming events 
LGfL are running a poetry event on National Poetry day. 
http://www.lgfl.net/lgfl/sections/poetryday 

The NEN VC community event: October
Please contact Heather Pettitt if interested: heather.pettitt@segfl.org.uk 

NEN Contact

Heather Pettitt, SEGfL  heather.pettitt@segfl.org.uk 

JVCS Contact

http://www.ja.net/communities/schools/videoconferencing/content.html  
Tim Boundy,  tim.boundy@ja.net 
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